
 

 

 

 

Get ready for a trip that blends spectacular scenery with quaint, rural towns that tell the story of their 

town in a museum in each location, as you drive the Colorado River Headwaters Scenic Byway. Each 

town has a unique story that springs from the founders of the town and the heritage they brought with 

them.  The route travels through deep forests and gentle meadows, punctuated with tinkling brooks 

and brightly colored wildflowers.  Flowing an amazing 1,400 miles from the highlands of the Rocky 

Mountain highlands through the American Southwest, the Colorado River provides water to sustain 

life in Utah, Wyoming, New Mexico, Arizona, Nevada and California before it reached the Pacific 

Ocean. The Grand Canyon speaks to the power of this river to move mountains. Where the mighty 

river begins at serenely beautiful Grand Lake could not be more different than the dry, dusty, 

sandstone landscapes of the Southwest. Up here at the edge of the Rocky Mountain National Park, the 

Colorado River is no different than dozens of other clear brooks tumbling across the meadows. 

There’s no indication that it will become a life sustaining force for millions of people. The Colorado 

Headwaters Scenic and Historic Byway follows the river along an 80-mile route through mountain 

valleys, canyons, historic ranchlands and aside lakes, as well as through high-country mountain 

communities. Explore the quaint towns and visit a series of local museums that tell the story of these 

authentic places.   

Colorado River Headwaters Scenic and Historic Byway  



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Driving the Byway  
 

You’ll start your journey at the eastern boundary of Rocky Mountain National Park in Estes Park. 

After exploring Estes Park, the next morning you’ll have the pleasure of driving Rocky Mountain 

National Park’s highway to the sky, Trail Ridge Road National Scenic Byway, before you reach the 

Colorado River Headwaters Scenic Byway. Bring a picnic lunch with you, since only the Alpine 

Visitor Center has snacks and there are no restaurants on Trail Ridge Road. Plan to take your time as 

you cross the park, and even spend most of the day. When Trail Ridge Road ends it flows right into 

the Colorado River Headwaters Scenic Byway at Grand Lake. After an overnight in Grand Lake, 

spend Day Three driving the Colorado River Headwaters Scenic Byway, exploring small historic 

towns of Granby, Hot Sulphur Springs, Kremmling and State Bridge, along with the museums in each 

of the towns to explore local heritage.        

Follow the River Experience  



 

 

 

Estes Park  

 
Sitting at 7,522 feet, Estes Park is long in majestic views of iconic mountain peaks and fertile valleys 

that splay out in every direction. Unlike so many other Colorado mountain towns Estes Park did not 

start as a mining town. It grew from a small group of buildings clustered at the corner of Elkhorn and 

Moraine Avenues when it was laid out in 1905. The early infrastructure of electricity, the water 

system and the sewerage system, was courtesy of F, O. Stanley, owner of the magnificent Stanley 

Hotel who came to the area hoping to recover his health. The needs of the residents were taken care of 

by residents with Western self-sufficiency for decades. Today, in town merchants and restaurants still 

sell locally made products and regional farm to table fare, while decorating in ranch, Western and 

lodge styles. Jeans and boots are just as common as flip-flops and sundresses. Galleries range from 

high-end, one-of-a-kind items to whimsical trinkets. On some days, wildlife is so plentiful that elk 

wander down the streets. After strolling through town, be sure to enjoy the bench-lined Riverwalk and 

charming sculpture garden.  

 

Day One  



 

 

 

 

Day One  

Estes Park Trolley Tour  

 

Since there is no historic walking tour of Estes Park, we 

suggest you start your visit with a two hour Discover Estes 

Trolley Tour to introduce you to the area. Knowledgeable 

guides deliver both the history of Estes Park and glimpses of 

what life is like in this small mountain town all along the 

way.  

 

1340 Big Thompson Avenue, Estes Park 80517  

970-481-8531  9AM-11AM Daily, 2 hour tour, $50 per 

person  

Aerial Tramway   

 

After your tour of Estes Park, get ready for a birds-eye 

view without hiking up mountains. The Estes Park Aerial 

Tram whisks you above the treetops to the summit of 

Prospect Mountain. One of few European-style cable cars 

operating in America, instead of using towers to support 

the wires, the tram travels across a free span of wires 

strung between top and bottom stations. Spend your time 

at the top marveling at the stunning views and get 

photographs of the gorgeous panoramas.   

 

420 East Riverside Drive, Estes Park 80517 

970-475-4094, 9AM-6PM, Allow 1 hour, $14 per person  

 



 

 

 

 

Day One  

McGregor Ranch  

 

Ranching has been a part of life up here since settlement 

began. In towns with no mining heritage, it is still integral to 

life. Visit MacGregor Ranch to explore a living history 

showplace dating from the 1870s. As soon as you step into 

the front gate, you’ll move back in time watching the 

Preceron draft horses and ranch hands working in the 

meadows. The main house is furnished with original pieces 

and personal possessions of three generations of the 

MacGregor family. Clothing, handcrafts, original paintings, 

rock collections, personal diaries, books and early 

photographs are all on display. Historic outbuildings include 

a milk house, root cellar, smokehouse, blacksmith shop and 

antique farm equipment yard. 

 

180 MacGregor Lane, Estes Park, CO 80517 

970-586-3749, Tuesday-Friday 10AM-4PM, Saturday 11AM

-2PM, Allow 1 hour, $7 per person        

Estes Park Riverwalk  

 

After dinner, stroll along The Riverwalk following the Big 

Thompson and Fall Rivers as they wind through the heart 

of downtown Estes Park. Wander past babbling brooks and 

beautiful sights, statues, bridges, fountains and more all 

along the way.   

 

Riverwalk starts at George Hix Riverside Plaza  



 

 

 

 

Destination Distinctive Accommodations: Hotel Stanley  

333 Wonderview Avenue, Estes Park, CO 80517 970-577-4000 

 

The Hotel Stanley is THE place to stay in Estes Park! Built by Yankee inventor Freelan Stanley, who 

arrived in Estes Park weak and underweight from illness. When after just one summer his health was 

better, be vowed to return each year, but had to create a life for his wife, who was not happy in the West. 

Together, they opened the Hotel Stanley transporting guests in stylish Stanley-designed steam cars. In a 

town mostly occupied by hunters and homesteaders, the hotel had electric lights, telephones, ensuite 

bathrooms, a staff of uniformed servants and a fleet of automobiles.    

Seasoned—An American Bistro  

205 Park Lane  

Estes Park, CO 80517  

970-586-9000 

 

Seasoned is a small restaurant with a defined menu, yet 

flavors that celebrate the cuisine of the Americas to deliver 

an exciting dining experience.  An ever changing menu uses 

seasonally grown produce to inspire the fare of the day.   

 

.    

Estes Park Destination Distinctive Accommodations and Dining  



 

 

 

 

Rocky Mountain National Park  
 

With more than 60 peaks rising over 12,000 feet, Rocky Mountain National Park is a true Rocky 

Mountain high.  A dozen magnificent alpine lakes feed the headwaters of the Colorado River – the 

same river that cut the Grand Canyon!  Countless breathtaking vistas range from 8,000 to 14,259 feet 

with a third of the park above the tree line. Scenic vistas and well-placed overlooks allow you to take 

in the Park’s awe-inspiring landscapes at your leisure.  Take a five-minute stroll for a magnificent 

view of Forest Canyon, Hayden Gorge and Gorge Lakes at Forest Canyon Overlook.  Stand on the 

Rock of the Rockies at Rock Cut and Rainbow Curb, elevated more than two miles above sea level.  

At Milner Pass, the Trail Ridge Road meets the Continental Divide National Scenic Trail. Take your 

time and savor the views.   

 

Day Two  



 

 

 

 

Trail Ridge Road Scenic and Historic Byway  
 

Winding through 50 miles of forest and mountain landscapes, Trail Ridge Road National Scenic 

Byway, US Highway 36, an incredibly scenic road that offers access to the diverse ecosystems that 

characterize the higher regions of the central Rocky Mountains. When first driving the road in 1931, 

the head of the National Park Service was awe inspired, saying “it is hard to describe the sensation 

this new road is going to make. You will have the whole sweep of the Rockies before you in all 

directions – a scenic wonder road of the world." Up beyond the aspen, ponderosa pine, fir and spruce, 

it’s usually 20 or 30 degrees cooler. Vistas from the marked pullovers sweep north to Wyoming, east 

to the Front Range and West into the heart of the Rockies. Along the way, wildlife, colorful ground 

hugging plants, debris from Ice Age glaciers and lush mountain meadows are common.  Stretch your 

legs on the Tundra World Nature Trail, a half-hour walk beginning at Rock Cut. 

 

 

Day Two  



 

 

 

 

Day Two 

Rocky Mountain National Park Visitor Centers  

 

Fall River Visitor Center offers a variety of ranger-led 

programs and activities, plus exhibits on wildlife 

management accompanied by life-sized bronze sculptures. 

  

At the Alpine Visitor Center, you’ll feel like you're on top of 

the world, at 11,796 feet, with views punctuated by mountain 

peaks and glaciated valleys. Exhibits here illustrate the 

amazing alpine tundra ecosystem. This is the only Visitor 

Center with snacks.   

 

Just north of the town of Grand Lake, the Kawuneeche 

Visitor Center is located in the west side of the Park. Explore 

exhibits, the Rocky Mountain Conservancy bookstore and 

park films, as well as ranger-led activities in season. 

Holzwarth Historic Site  

 

The Holzwarths came to make their home high in the 

Rocky Mountains in 1917. As homesteaders they chose 160 

acres close to Rocky Mountain National Park in the beauti-

ful Kawuneeche Valley. During the 1920s, they constructed 

a home, cabins, sheds, and a barn, ultimately taking in visi-

tors who traveled the Fall River Road. After a multitude of 

friends stayed for free, Mama Holzwarth suggested they 

charge guests to stay in a German-style inn on the property, 

soon known as the Holzwarth Trout Lodge. Mama cooked 

three meals a day for guests, charging $1.50 a meal which 

included freshly caught trout, soup stock, wilted dandelion 

greens with bacon, vinegar, and sugar, deer roast, biscuits, 

and boiled potatoes. Exploring the historic area is a look at 

the life of Colorado homesteaders up here in the mountains. 

Tour the Mama cabin to see the original furnishings, linens, 

and even her Admiral Blue stove! 

 

7.4 miles north of Grand Lake, CO  



 

 

 

 

Grand Lake  

 
Located on the serene shores of the largest lake in Colorado, Grand Lake has a breathtaking backdrop 

of Rocky Mountain National Park’s majestic, snow-capped peaks. Known as the Western Gateway to 

the Park, you can enjoy this quaint town by taking a stroll along the historic Western style boardwalk, 

dating from 1879, enjoy an ice cream cone, watch fireworks, or browse delightful shops and galleries. 

On some days, moose wander right into town. At an elevation of 8.369 feet, the scenery is unmatched.  

 

 

Day Two  



 

 

 

 

Destination Distinctive Accommodations: Grand Lake Lodge  

15500 US 34, Grand Lake, CO 80447  970-627-3967 

 

Now celebrating their 100th season, the Grand Lake Lodge has witnessed an incredible amount of 

Colorado history.  Built soon after Rocky Mountain National Park was designated, the lodge has been 

delivering mountain hospitality to generations of travelers.  

 

Huntington House Tavern/Grand Lake Lodge  

 

Enjoy a meal on the mountainside deck of the Huntington 

House Tavern right at the Grand Lake Lodge, delighting in 

the rejuvenating beauty found only in the heart of Colorado. 

Grand Lake Destination Distinctive Accommodations and Dining  



 

 

 

 

Day Three  

Kauffman House Museum  

 

Operating as a hotel from 1892 to 1946, the Kauffman House 

is the only remaining log hotel constructed on the frontier.  

Today, exhibits tell the story of life in the early days of 

Colorado, featuring clothing, furniture, dolls, iron kitchen 

ware, books, quilts, stereopticon photos and more. 

 

407 Pitkin Street, Grand Lake, CO 80447  970-627-9644 

7 Days 11AM-5PM, Allow 1 hour, Guided tours available at 

selected times, $5. per person  

Granby  

 

Granby, founded by Granby Hillyer, was a stop on the 

Denver, Northwestern and Pacific Railroad, selected for its 

location on dry ground and views of the Rocky Mountains.   

Adams Falls  

 

Stroll less than a mile from the center of town to Adams 

Falls, a beautiful waterfall named for an early settled in 

Grand Lake.  After taking the third of a mile Adams Falls 

loop trail past the narrow rock gorge with an impressive drop 

of 55 foot of the falls, the trail then climbs to the top of the 

falls for an outstanding view.    

 



 

 

 

 

Day Three  

Moffat Road Railroad Museum 

 

It was quite a feat to build the Denver Northwestern and 

Pacific Railroad, the highest standard gauge in the US over 

11,660-foot Rollins Pass. Originally planned to link Salt 

Lake City with the Transcontinental Railroad, the money ran 

out and the builder died. The 6.2 mile Moffat Tunnel is the 

third longest in the country. You’ll learn the story of the 

tunnel the railroad itself in Railroad Interpretive Park that 

includes a 1905 Passenger Car, a 1925 hand cart and a 1923 

Union Pacific caboose.    

 

555 County Road 574, Granby, CO 80446  970-281-9094 

Wednesday-Saturday 10AM-5PM Sunday 1PM-4PM 

Allow 1 hour, $5 per person  

Pioneer Village Museum  

 

 The 1924 Hot Sulphur Springs Schoolhouse was 

transformed into the Pioneer Village Museum to display 

local history including a ski display which highlights the 

humble beginnings of the Colorado ski industry.  A 

selection of 8,500 year old archaeological artifacts from 

nearby Windy Gap has changed archaeological thinking.    

 

110 East Byers Avenue, Hot Sulphur Springs, CO 80451 

 970-725-3939 Wednesday-Sunday 10AM-4PM, Allow 1 

hour, $5 per person  

 

Hot Sulphur Springs  

 

Hot Sulphur Springs was named for the refreshing hot 

springs used by the Ute and Arapaho trines as healing waters.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Kremmling  

 
The town of Kremmling began as a general store run by pioneer Kare Kremmling, on Muddy Creek. 

He was later joined by the Kinsey brothers who called their holdings across the river, Kinsey City.  

After Kare moved his story to Kinsey, the whole town was called Kremmling by the locals.   

Day Two 



 

 

 

 

Day Three  

Kremmling Heritage Park  

 

Six buildings in the Heritage Park Museum illustrate ranching 

heritage in Grand County, including MacElroy Livery Barn, 

the Hermitage Ranch House, a 1915 Forest Service Ranger 

Station, the Ritschard family fishing cabin, the original 

Kremmling jail, and the old railroad depot. Each building is 

outfitted to showcase a different aspect of life in the area in the 

early 1900s.      

 

Street Address: 111 Fourth Street, Kremmling, CO 80459  

Phone and Email: 970-724-9390 Friday-Saturday 10AM-4PM 

Allow 30 minutes, $5 per person  

Moose Café  

115 West Park Avenue  

Kremmling, CO 80459 

970-724-9987 

 

 A cozy restaurant and typical small town diner in the 

middle of town, where the food it very good, even though 

it make take a while to be delivered to the table.    

Fossil Ridge  

 

Did you know that the entire state of Colorado was one 

beneath a vast sea?  A visit to Kremmling’s Fossil Ridge 

features the largest specimens of the Cretaceous group 

State Bridge  

Occupied for nearly 8,000 years, State Bridge grew when the 

railroad came in and miners moved from Leadville in the late 

1800s.  It was common to see Native Americans, trappers, 

miners, railroad workers, pilgrims, pioneers, gamblers, cow-

boys and saloon girls in town all at the same time. Hunters 

flocked here in the early 1900s after Vice President Teddy 

Roosevelt came to hunt elk in the Flat Top Mountains.   

 


